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THE GREAT PLAYS

Authorship is Qnestioned Along; a

New Line. a

CAREFUL AND LOGICAL ANALYSES

Contlleriof the Actor and Writer as Boy and

Mtn-H- U Time and ConnectloM.

Arfiimtnt.

A nether Sir Philip Francis or Mr,

Burko wrote the "Utters of Junius,"
whether Dr. Gauden or Charles I wrote

"Elkon BaslllKe" aro questions that
will never cease to Interest a class,

thought It will bo only a small class;

hut as long as tho best llteraturo ever

yet produced by the human mind shall
continue to be read on any part o tho

globo men will be found willing to

hear further, If only rational conjec-

ture, on the question who wrote

"Shakespeare." Ho that expects cer-

tainty, or even, after a lapse of 300

years, expects an array of facts and a
course of reasoning that will leave tho
Inqulsito mind satlslled, must be

disappointed. Only n probable case Is

now possible, but a probable case will
1)0 welcomed by tho cultured mind.
Years ago Judge Holmes, of St. Louis,
a learned ami strong writer, published
a book on the Inquiry. He missed the
mark completely. A conclusive reason
against Shakespeare's authorship of
thlrty-sl-x plays, many of them imong
tho best ever penned, Is that the task
Is too great Tor any one mind.
Holmes only Increases the difficulty by
guessing that tho plays came from tho
pen of Bacon, one of the most fertile
proso writers of that age. The world
Is growing Incredulous of miracles as
modern and secular facts. Up to fifty
years ago It was believed that ono
mind, Homer, produced the "Iliad,"
and carried tho whole twenty-fou- r

books in his memory. Today nil schol-

ars agreo that that "Iliad" Is made up
of a number of poems, composed by
banls who never saw each other, and
gathered together and welded Into one
great whole. In our day there remains
ono lltcraiy miracle, tho production of
tho body of plays called "Shakespeare."
But Is it in fact a miracle?

William Shakespeare was born in
tho village of Stratford, In Warwick
shire, in 15C4. His fattier, Jonn
Shakespeare, was In early life rich, but
afterward became poor, quite poor. In
childhood William went to the free
school, where, probably, only primary
atudlcs wero taught, but seems to have
left that school at an early age. As
to tho father's vocation, there are two
traditions, one that he was a wool
dealer, another that ho was a butcher.
Probably both are true. In the mlddlo
of the Sixteenth century cleared land
for meadows was scarce In England,
and to gather the clip of wool In tho
neighborhood of a village, clean It of
burrs, wash and card It for tho use of
farmers' wives, would bo no great Job.
The butchering business for so small a
market would bo light. A boy of 14 j

with occasional noip could uo me
whole. William Beems to have been J

wayward. Ho married when barely
turned of 17, and appears to have mar-
ried under compulsion. Nor did ho
have a nice respect for the property
rights of his neighbors. Ho stole deer,
and when about 19 found It prudent to
lleo from Stratford to London. Iti his

subsistence iatin, Lajln.
was i

and tnat naVB
thero

.

ShaVespearo took up tho business or ,

horses at the theater. his
promptness politeness, pernaps
boldness, ho gave such satisfaction
that increased, and ho hired
other boys, who, when gentleman

up, stepped forward with m
Shakespeare's boy." Unless wo ex- -
cept his tact getting venison, tills
Is the first piece of enterprise wo hear
of In Shakespeare. But not the last.
Enterprise was his notable merit.

our adventurer got employment
Insldo the playhouso aa callboy, or
supernumerary. At that tho word
theater wus not much used, In Its
steady playhouse, and the performers
wero called, not actors, but players. In
tho of Hamlet thiy aro called
players: "There be players that I have
seen play, etc." Tho playhouse was
largo room In or attached to a tavern,
and taking the name of the tavern, ns
Globe, Fortune. Bed Bull,
uoar s tie.au.

In Shakespearo s day Puritanism w&s,
at its height, and hated and detest-
ed playhouses, players and plays. It
procured sharp legislation against
them. One prohibition reads "that no
playes be printed excepto they beo

by sutch as have authorltye."
Tho Archbishop of Canterbury occas-sional- ly

ordered bonflro of books.
Tho religious world regarded players
and playing as It did gamblers and
pamhllng, that Is, with abomination.

man of ambition dared to nttond
.ae playhouse, unless In disguise, or, If

writer, to for playhouse
unless by stealth. The mercantile- man
would lose patronage, the incumbent
of scholarly position would lose his
place, courtier his possibility of
promotion by any known connection
with drama. Shakespeare

He became1 an actor, though
never roso higher than play Inferi-
or pans, such a's tho "Ghost" In Harr-
iet. He also becanio manager of tho
Globo. Enterprise led hlra form
and cultivate tho acquaintance of my
Lord Southampton, who made him a
munificent present, and ho becamo a
part owner of the Globe. His connec-
tion with the Globe gave room
for enterprise. Plays were abundant,
but were chiefly worthless. Here was
a further call for enterprise. In those
days every playhouse could use only
the plays belonged to It or

'which It stole from other playhouses.
the Globe Is to yield large gains

must procure new nml attractive plays.
The time was auspicious. England un-
der Elizabeth, like France under Louis
XIV., was proline of mind. But under
the ascetic despotism of Puritanism
mind could not afford to Identify It
self with the odious playhouses. Many

mind was teeming with thoughts
which It burned to express, but dared
not. What can be done? The man
enterprise Is equal to the occasion. He
seeks men of genius and says to each
of them: You write me a play. I will
do the copying with my own hand;
will In the printed copy give myself
as author, and I pledge myself that
you shall not be known. The bargain
is at once struck, and soon several of
tho first intellects and a goodly num-
ber a second-rat- e and third-rat- e Intel-
lects are secretly writing plays which
aro successively published at the Globe
playhouse ns written by William
Shakespeare. One can easily sco sev-

eral motives that Shakespeare had for
keening secret. First, he was
bound by honor; secondly, tho sup
posed authorship brought him high
credit, nml that, too, among the most
gifted minds In England Milton, Ben
Jonson, Beaumont, Selden, Carew,
Fletcher, Donne and hosts of such;
thirdly, to break faith would not only
publish his own but would
stop utterly the labor of such' as were
then engaged In producing plays for
him, and would reduce the gains of the
playhouse. Acting on this plan, the
wily manager could defy Puritanism,
and enlisted the best minds In Eng-
land, best in nathe vigor nml in cul-

ture, In producing thore odious things
plajs. Xotlcu some of tho conse-

quences of this drawing talent from
ever)' quarter. Shakespeare is culled
myrlal-mlndc- He is equally great
In tragedy and comedy. No ono mort-
al can be named who could produce
Macbeth and Midsummer Night's
Dream, King Lear and the first part
of Henry IV. The qualities of mind
that produce can not by pos-

sibility produce Twelfth Night, Just
as the author of Rasselas could not
have written (ho Vicar of Wakefield.
It Is the combination of Incompatible
qualities that evoked from Macaulay
that phrase whose absurdity strikes
every mind that reflects: "The su
preme and universal excellence of
Shakespeare." Excellence at once su
prcnie and universal not belong
to earth. Miracles are still demanded.

Consider the question learning.
If we Judge by the plays we may prop-
erly call the author myrlad-mlnde- d

and Impute to him "supreme nd uni
versal excellence." The man Shake-
speare did not have universal excel-
lence. The writer of some of tho plays
was a lawyer. Shakespeare was not.
The writer of some was familiar with
the French tongue. Shakespeare was

The writer some was ersed in
Italian. Shakespeare was not. The
writer of some had more than a lay
man's knowledge of anatomy and
physiology. Shakcspearo had no med-
ical learning. Let H3 Inquire Into his
knowledge of Iatln. In tho nbfence of
Information to the contrary, It Is safe
to presume that 300 years ago Latin
was not taught In his native village,
and that, If It was. he was too busy
handling wool and the butcher's knife
to study It. As player and especially
as manager his quick mind rapidly
picked up the stock Latin words of the
playhousry Doubtless It was tho fre-
quency with which he used them that
Induced his rival and companion, Ben
Jonson, to say that he had "small
Latin and less Greek," the less Greek
being added partly to apologize Tor toe
gcani Latin by ascribing a little Greek
and partly to glvo smartness to the
sentence. Ills knowledge, or, rather,
lack of knowledge, of appears
from the fact that ho tacitly approved

phrases as (not "exeunt," but)
"exit omnea;" "Actus (not "tcrtlus,"
but) tertla." This bIiows, not small

Wne player and manager of tho
Globe, his reading must of necessity
have .been scant and lltful. Yet If the
author of the Shakespeare plays, he
,mlst 1)ave jnowri history, ancient and
mo,iern, pretty critically, and that,
to0( before history had been gathp
rnm ,a nricinni annnw bv the tllli- -

'gcnco of Groto an,i Arnold, a Glb- -
bon and Hume. But England had
men of learning and genius, each of
whom could furnish his special share
of all that Shakespeare plays con-

tain. Only a sailor could have pro-

duced the nautical phrafc and
thoughts of Tl Tempest and Shake-
speare never set foot on board a ship.
Ho who wrote The Tempest must also
have been familiar with the 'ancient
classics. But Shakespearo was Ignor-
ant of the classics. But there was ono
man In England, chiefly residing in
London, n finished scholar, sometimes
COurtlng the muses, In Intellect second
to Lord allcon only, If es
.Im.itn !h tn be nccentcd. the most nc
compllsliedr sailor of that day, and
withal a personal acquaintance of
Shakespeare, Sir Walter Raleigh. He
and he alone of all men then on God's
footstool had learning and genius
requisite-- to the production of that
gorgeous drama, The Tempest.

King Lear Is one of tho greatest of
dramas. Near Its the steward at-

tempts to slay Gloster and Edgar, the
latter being dressed as a peasant.
Finding It necessary to dlsgulso his
speech, Edgar adopts a peasant's dia-
lect and selects, not dialect of
Warwickshire, the only one Shake-
spearo knew, but tho peasant dialect
to which Sir Walter Raleigh had been
bred. The fact significant. Few
other men ever lived who had tho
genius to produce that masterpiece. If
tho view I nm taking, that the Shake-
spearo plays, like the component po
ems of the Iliad, wero produced by a
number of minds, there is, reason for
conjecture that Macbeth Is from tho
pen of Scotchman, connected, per
haps, with tho court of James I. Rca
sons, but not'concluslvo ones, could be
given for Imputing Scotch paternity to
that great play.

A reason wellnlgh conclusive against
the hypothesis that tho plays were
written by 'Shakespeare Is found in
their horribly mutilated condition. It
would be insufferably tedious to set

now abode Immediate was' but no
a necessity. London then a small Aa t0 g(.neral learning, It Is not pos-jilac- e,

people rode on horsoback lblo he cmM accumulated
to theater.hiring persons to care for anj. probably was not a library
their horses during the play. Young stratford containing ihe books.
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forth many Illustrations of the shame-
ful depravation, of the text of the
plays. I will give only one. In Mac-

beth theso lines occur:
that we but teach

Bloody Instructions which, being
taught, return

To plague the Inventor. This even-hande- d

Justice
Commends the Ingredients of our pois-

oned challco
To our own lips. s

In 1632 a reprint of Macbeth was be-

ing made. Tho tpyesctter had finished
tho words "To plague the," when he
was called nway. On his return, glanc-
ing nt his type, he saw that his last
word was "the," and, pursuing the sen-
tence, ns he supposed, but In fact, be-

ginning after the next "the," he made
such stuff as this:

Which, being taught, return
To plague the Ingredients of onr pois-

oned chalice
To our own litis.

Luckily the original copy remained
to furnish the true reading, but no
sacacltv could guess It from this botch
ed reading. But thero were other
sources of error In tho text quite as
fruitful ns typographical errors. The
errors were so great and so numerous
that In spite of the diligence of the
critics for the last 1E0 years thero re
main abundance of passage of which
tho meaning can not bo conjectured.
Well, ns Shaltetpearo himself, armed
with authority as manager, was on the
ground six days In tho week, and these
multitudinous and horrible blunders
w ere being made dally under his very
nose, Is It not absurd to say that he
would quietly allow the children of his
brain to be gashd and mutilated and
ilcstroed? Shakespearo knew him
self to be a money-makin- g stage man-
ager, but not a dramatic poet. The
plays were mangled because there was
no author to read proof.

The only evidence' that I know of
that any given play was written by
Shakespeare Is that when it was first
printed for stage use Its title page con-

tained the woids. "Written by William
Shakespeare. ' There were seven
other plays marked In the same way.
Why arc they not published with the
thlrty-sl- x that we have? Seven years
after Shaketpeare's death two of his
old colleagues published the thlrty-sl- x,

but found the other seven so utterly
worthless that they dropped them out.
Thus we have forty-thre- e plays pur-

porting to bo written by an uneducated
man, and written while he was per-

forming double duty as player and as
manager.

Presumably in 1C0S Shakespeare,
grown rich, quit tho playhouse, re-

turned to Stratford, bought himself n
fine property and planted the mulber-
ry tree. He was yet In middle life,
in robust health, without employment
and without care. He must have
known the corrupted condition of his
plays. Naturally he would And It n
delight to devote two or three hours
a day for a month or so to an ellmlna- -... ... ,1..- - .11.1 l.ntion oi mo errors. iiui nuu um

He seem to have Ihed seven
years longer, and In good health, but
he wrote not a line. The Imputed
children of his brain he utterly neg-

lected in their mangled, misshapen
condition.

ISAAC BICKERSTAFr, Jit.

A WARNING NOTE.

(From Sydney Morning Herald

A note of warning.
At first the faintest echo.
It strikes the back.
A peculiar warning not heard but

felt.
It Increases day by day.
Tho back cries out rebels.
Tho aches, pains, and lameness
Make life a misery become un-

bearable.
Do you understand the warning?
Do you realize 'tis kidney talk?
The kidneys are on a strike.
They hao been overworked.
Nature Intends you io Know this.
And has only one way to warn you.
The kidneys are located near the

small of the back.
They nro composed of delicate fib-

ers that filter the blood.
Stooping positions, a strain or cold

often clogs tho filters.
This Is ferlou3 when you don't

know what to do.
Backache Is the beginning, lame

and weak back follows.
The niteiti fall to do their work.
Kidney disease develops.
Tho urine is too fretjuent.
Tho calls of nature wake you up

at night.
A brick-colore- d deposit shows tho

trace of falling kldnoys.
Tho uric acid Ingoing tho wrong

way.
It Is passing through tho blood.
Poisoning the wholo system.
Khcumatlc pains and many aches

appear.
All this from a small beginning.
So easy to cure, too, when )OU

know how.
Get at the cause.
Break up the kidney blockade.
Doan'a Uackaoho Kidney Pills do

this.
That's their specialty for the kid-

neys only. '
Ono thing at a time Is why they

succeed.
Doan'n Backache- Kidney Iills are

not a cure-al- l, but a kidney cure.
Here Is some testimony right hero

In Sydney ns to what theso pills will
do and aro doing every day.

Mrs. M. Mulltns, of No. 49 Hunter
street, this city, says: "For about
three years I suffered from kidney

Tho worst symptom was
a constant backache, which became
more painful when I had to stoop down.
I tried many remedies for this com-
plaint, but the effect was anything but
beneficial. Doan's Backacho Kidney
Pills have given mo great relief, and I
bellevo I am permanently cured. I will
always recommend theso pills to suf-

ferers from kidney complaints.
Doan's Backache Kldnoy Pills aro

for sale by all dealers, for COc per Lor,
or six boxes for I2.E0, or will bo mailed
on receipt of prlco by tho llolllster
Drug Co., Ltd., Honolulu, agents for
the Islands.

Whispering in Beauty's Ear
The secret of preserving, purifying, and
beautifying the skin, scalp, and hair to be
found only in Cuticura Soap, greatest of
skin purifying and beautifying soaps, as,
well as purest and sweetest for toilet, bath,
and nursery. The only preventive of un-

sightly blemishes, red, rough hands, and
falling hair, because the only preventive
of inflammation and clogging of the Pores

BoM throuuhout the world. Ttrltlih At pots Fiuncis Niswaaar A. 8oia,l, Kln Kdwird 1 ,

Loodon. roTT Dbcu mi Ciiim. Conrv Bole Proprietor, Norton, U.8. A.
-- Sd to Muni". KawaiiiT for "The Skin, Bcalp. nd Hlr," a book of II pe,

fully lllualreted, with complete description and treatment, pot tree.

California Fertilizer Works
OrricEi 52T Merchant St., San

Factories: South San

J. E. MILLER,

Francisco, Cal.
Francisco and Herkeley, Cal.

MANUFACTURERS OF PURE BONE FERTILIZERS
AND PURE BONE MEAL.

DEALERS IN.

Fertilizer Materials !
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

Haveconstnnlly ou hand the follow Inn goods adapted to the Island trnde:

HIGH GRADE CANE MANURE, FERTILIZERS,
NITRATE OF SODA. SULPHATE OF AMMONIA.

HIGH GRADE SULPHATE OF POTASH,
FISH GUANO, WOOL DUST, ETC

KIT Special Manures Manufactured to Order.
The manures manufactured by the CiuroiuiiA Kertiliir Works are made entirely

from clean bone treated with acid, Dry Blood and Flesh, Potash and Magnesia Halts.
No adulteration of anv kind Is used, and every ton 1 sold under a guaranteed an-

alysis. One ton or one thousand tons nre almost exactly alike, and for excellent me-
chanical condition and high analysis have no superior in the tuurkut.

The superiority of Pure Hone over any other Phosphatlo Matcrlul for Fertilizer use
Is so well Known that It needs no explanation.

The large and constantly increasing demand for the Fertilizers manufactured by the
OALiroitriu r'ERTiLiztK Wobks Is the best possible proof of their superior quality.

A Stock of thtse Fertilizers will be kept Constantly on lUnJ an! for tale on the usual terms, ty

C. Brewer & Co., Ltd.
Honolulu Achats CALIFORNIA FKRTIMZKR WORKB.
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Among Other Goods
Just Received by

HOLLISTER & CO.
CONSIGNMENT CELEBRATED

Lillian Russell
Cigar

For Which They Are Made Sole Agents For
The Hawaiian Islands.

CLEAR HAVANA FILLER.

The water will always run In the pipes at night
when It Is against the rule and when you are too sleepy to water
your garden

If you had one of our PATENT REDWOOD TANKS
It would fill at night when the water runs and you would have all the
water you want for your house and yard during the day. Carried In

stock In sizes from 500 to 10,000 gallons and sold at same prices as
sold all over California.i E. O. HALL & SON, Ld.
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INSURANCE.

Tim H. Davies & Go.
(Limited)

AGENTS FOR FIRE, LIFE AND

MARINE INSURANCE.

Northern Assurance Company.
OF LONDON. KOU FIUK AND

I.IKK. Kstablhbed lSAl.

Aiu'hcuted Funds 31!)7S,0uu.

British and Foreign Marine Ins. Go

OF LIVERPOOL, KOU MARINE.
CArtTAL. CI ,000,000.

IlEIU'lTION or KTt.
iMMtMATK PaIEM or UlAlMF.

THE0. H. DAVIES & CO., LTD.
AOENT8.

J. S. WALKER.
General Agent Hawn. 1st.

fill
ALLIANCE INHUUAXOi: CO.:
ALLIANCE MARINE AND GENERAL

INbURANCK CH.j
Wll.HELMAOF MAIKIKIIURO IN8UU-ANC- E

CO.;
SUN LIFE lNbUP.ANCE COMPANY OF

CANADA;
6COTTI8M UNION AM) NATIONAL

UNION.

Room 12, Spreckcls Block.

HiiHf fife mine Co.

The underpinned haying been appointed
agents of the abme company are prepared
to insure risk. agnlnt lire on Btone and
Ilrlck DulldliiKa and on Merchandise stored
therein on tho most favorable terms. For
particulars apply at the ollice of

F. A. aulIAEFER A Co., Agents.

German Lloyd Marine Insur'cc Co
OF RERUN.

Fortuna General Insurance Co
OK RERUN.

The Above Insurance Companies have
cstiiblirbrd n general agency here, and the
timlvndgm-d- , general agents, are author1i.(l 1.1 I.Ita !.! anal. .a. Il.nil...... .1.

seas nt the most reasonable rates unci on
the most favorable terms.

. A. BUHAEKKK ,fc Co.. Gcu.Agts.

General Insurance Co. for Sea,
River and Land Transport,

of Dresden.

Hating established an agency at Hono-
lulu mid the Hawaiian Islands the under- -
klnniHl P.n.r.1 nnanl..,u nlillinrl.iul tn .T.A

risks against tho dangers of tho sea at the
most reasonable rales and on the must favor-
able terms. F. A. KOHAKFER A. Co..

Agents for tho Hawaiian Islands

TRANS-ATLANTI- C FIRE INS. CO.
OP HAMBURG.

Capital of tho Company and re- -

berve, rclchuiinrks - . . . 0,000,000
Capital Hair reluiurunce com

panies 10l.CM.000

Total 1117,050,000

North German Fire Insurance Co.
OF HAMBURG.

Cnpital of tho Company and
relciisiimrls .... 8,S30,000

Capital thei leiusurmicc cum- - '
panles 33,000,000

Total rulchsmnrki 43,830,000

The undersigned, general agents of the
above two conipnnU'S, for the. tlawiillan
ixlaniis.u c prepared to insure UnlldlnKs,
Furniture, Merchandise and Produce. Ma-
chinery, etc.; alo tmgar and Rice Mills,
and Vesbtls in the harbor, against loss or
damage by fire, on the mo-- t favorable terms.

H. HACKFELD & CO., Limited,

I
Tot.l Funih at SUt Dr.CKMnr.i-- , 1897,

JCi:i,.'rM,tiHi.
1-- Authorized Capltal...!,000,000 t

BllUcrlbeil ' .... 2,7W,(JUU
I'alil up Capital.-.- .- M?,YjO 0

Fundi.... -- . .. 2,?H.r 7
and Amiultr Funds....... lo.r.'T.eTO l

l.)W,l.h'J U t
ItMrune Kite Jltsncli . . . l.MI.OT 3 9
Kounuo 1.1 fu ami Aniiimr

Iiunchr 1,3;M11 1 0

Tim Acciimuliileil Fniiil nr the Fito tud Ufa
Heparin. nii ui fitu Iruui liability In rc,ct
oleach ulbir,

ED. HOFFSCHLAEGER & CO.
Agcnti for Hi Hawaiian Islands.

LIFEano FIRE

HKli
AGENTS FOR

New EnDlonaMuluolLllelnsufonceCo

OF B08TON.

eidq Fire insurance conn
OF HARTFORD.
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